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Overview

ÅGeneral Information

ÅRequired Steps for Holding a Local Option Alcohol 

Election

ÅTips 
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Local Authority over Alcohol Sales
ÅIndividual Cities

(At least 18 months old)(EC §501.022)

ÅSingle Justice of the Peace

 (Judicial) Precincts

ÅEntire Counties

(EC §501.021)
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Annexations and LOEs
ÅGenerally, a dry areaannexedto a wet city retains its original dry status. 

Houchins v. Plainos, 110 S.W. 2d 549 (Tex. 1937).

ÅIf the territory isannexedafter the petition is issued but prior to the 

election 

ÅTerritory is included in that election and affected by the election 

outcome. 

Å# of signatures needed on the petition is increased to reflect the 

additional population of the area pending annexation. 

(EC §501.1035)
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Steps for Holding 
Local Option Elections



Step One: 
Publication in Newspaper
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Step One: 
Publication in Newspaper
Notice must include:

a. The individual or entity that is applying for the petition to gather 

signatures for a local option liquor election

b. The type of LOE (Issue);

c. The name of the City in which the petition will be circulated; and

d. The name of the person and office in which the application will 

be filed.

(EC §§501.035 and 501.105)
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Step Two: 
File Application
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Step Two: 
File Application
ÅFiled with the City Secretary

ÅMust be in writing

ÅSigned by 10 or more qualified voters (EC §501.023)

ÅQualified voter = Registered voter in the City

ÅParticular heading, statement and issue is required 

ÅProhibition election (EC §501.024)

ÅLegalizationelection (EC §501.025)

ÅFiled with proof of publication in newspaper of general circulation
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10 Possible Issues for Election (EC 501.035)

¶ Malt Beverage ςOff:ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƭǘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻŦŦ-ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻƴƭȅΦέ

¶ Malt Beverage:ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƭǘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎΦέ

¶ Wine/Malt Beverage ςOff:ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƭǘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƻŦŦ-premise 

ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻƴƭȅΦέ

¶ Wine/Malt Beverage:ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƭǘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŜΦέ

¶ All AB ςOff:ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻŦŦ-ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻƴƭȅΦέ

¶ All AB Except Mixed:ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƳƛȄŜŘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎΦέ

¶ All AB:ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƳƛȄŜŘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎΦέ

¶ Mixed Beverages:ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƛȄŜŘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎΦέ

¶ RM:ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƛȄŜŘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ōȅ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅΦέ

¶ Winery:ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƻƭŘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƛƴŜǊȅ ǇŜǊƳƛǘΦέ
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EC §501.035, 
HB 1545 (2021)



Step Three: 
City Secretary Issues Petition
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Step Three:
City Secretary Issues Petition
ÅEach page must contain:

1. The heading and statement (EC §§501.027, 501.028)

2. The type of LOE (Issue) (EC §§501.035)

3. The pages have to be serially numbered (EC §§501.026)

4. The actual seal of City (EC §§501.026), and

5. The date the petition is issued to petitioners (EC §501.026).

ÅSupply as many pages as requested (no more than 1 page for every 

10 voters) and keep a copy (EC §501.030)
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